Il6                     RAG-TIME   AND   TANGO

(The presence of Commissioner Baldwin gave me quite a
sense of home.) Then someone moved that the minutes of
the last meeting should be taken as read, and the delibera-
tions opened. They opened under the slightly unpromising
rubric of

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS.

But the standard rose at once. For the very first communi-
cation was signed by a Justice of the Peace. Better still, it
related to his salary; and, best of all, the greater part of it
appeared to be in verse, I subjoin the document;

" To THE HONOURABLE, THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSIONERS

OF ...

40129. Gentlemen: In accordance with the request of
his honor, The Mayor, made at the last meeting of your honor-
able body, Feb. 24, 1927, I herewith submit the following
as an expression of sentiments relative to the action of your
honorable body in re salaries of the Justices of the Peace:

APPRECIATION
For the Mayor and City Commissioners of ...

Kind words are sweeter than spring flowers in bloom,

And smiles will lighten up the darkest gloom;

Pleasant it is when some good end is won

To hear a friend say,' Boy, that was well done !'

But all the world is dressed in gayest hues,

The baby has a brand new pair of shoes,

Mother's dear face now wears a sweeter grin,

Butcher and baker gladly ' listen in/

When these fond words bring joy of widest scope :

' Here is that raise in your pay envelope !'

Wishing your honors health, long life and happiness,

I remain,

Gratefully and sincerely yours,

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE."
To this domestic rhapsody an official hand appended the
somewhat chilly acknowledgment, " Accepted and filed"   I